New Year’s shooting leaves one injured, one dead

By CHUCK SMITH
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A nine-year veteran of the Great Bend Police Department was injured and another man killed early Monday morning in an exchange of gunfire in the 1600 block of Morton, according to Police Chief Dean Akings.


The name of the officer who was injured has not been released.  Dead is James Robert Johnson, 28, of 1605 Morton.


Akings said the incident began at about 4:30 Monday morning when officers were dispatched to the 3000 block of 24th because of a report of a hit-and-run pedestrian accident.  “Upon arrival, officers obtained information that the (alleged) driver had left the scene and may be at a residence in the 1600 block of Morton.”  The police chief said two police officers responded to the residence at 1605 Morton and “found the individual in a house.”  Based on the location of emergency vehicles, it appears the rest of the incident happened at the rear of the deceased’s property.


Akings reported, “When the officers approached the individual, a 28-year-old male from Great Bend, he confronted the officers with a firearm. Gunshots were exchanged. A Great Bend Police Department officer was shot and transported to Central Kansas Medical Center by Great Bend Fire Department ambulance.


“The suspect was pronounced dead at the scene.”  Akings added the deceased was identified as Johnson.  The officer was treated at CKMC and released.  “He was wearing body armor,” the chief added.


Akings explained that GBPD policy – and the policy of pretty much all law enforcement agencies now – is to not release the name of an officer who is involved in a shooting incident, pending the outcome of an official investigation.
The officer was placed on administrative leave pending that investigation, Akings added.


The incident is being investigated by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation with the assistance of the Barton County Sheriff¹s Office.


Akings also reported that the person who was injured in the initial incident that was reported as a pedestrian hit-and-run was treated and released.

